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acceptable. The French ministers said that it was necessary
to discuss the old proposals before bringing forward any new
ones. James's three demands were then laid before them, and
it soon appeared that, on the questions of the repetition of
the marriage ceremony, and of the renunciation of the right of
succession, neither party would give way to the other.1 Hay
therefore brought the negotiations to a close, and returned to
England, whither he was soon followed by Edmondes, who, in
reward for his long diplomatic services, was raised to the dig-
nity of a Privy Councillor. James was now free to listen, if
he pleased, to the advances of the Spanish ambassador.

While James was thus putting an end to the projected
French alliance, he was still making unsuccessful attempts to
carry into effect the treaty of Xanten. Sir Henry
Carleton In Wotton, who had returned from the Hague weary of
Hoiian . j^ tweivemonth's sojourn amongst the imperturbable
Dutchmen, had been once more despatched to an elegant re-
tirement in the more congenial atmosphere of Venice. He was
replaced at the Hague by Sir Dudley Carleton, who had long
been to the full as eager to escape from Italy as Wotton had
been to return there.

As a diplomatist, Carleton takes rank as one of the most
prominent members of the school of which Winwood was the
acknowledged chief. He had, at one time, acted as secretary
to the Earl of Northumberland, and had been involved in his
patron's disgrace, being for some time causelessly suspected of
some connection with the Gunpowder Plot. As soon as his
character was cleared, he succeeded in obtaining the good-
will of the all-powerful Salisbury, and was by his influence
appointed, in 1610, to the embassy at Venice. A post of this
nature could hardly have satisfied him under any circumstances.
He not only longed for the free air of a Protestant country, and
was anxious to be less completely cut off from his friends in
England, but he took a warm interest in the opposition to
Spain, which made him anxious to find another sphere for the
exercise of his talents. It was therefore with no small pleasure

1 Hay and Edmondes to Winwood, Aug. 26, 1616, S* P. France